What is SEXITECTURE?

SEXITECTURE is design as it relates to human scale. In November of 2003, Jed Darland founded SEXITECTURE LLC in order to create a venue for the future generation of designers to showcase achievements in their field.

Why did Darland decide to write a book?

It wasn’t so much that Darland decided to write a book as much as he wanted to make a statement about design and demand that careful attention be paid to our surroundings and its occupants. Our cities are sprawling out of control as suburbs pop up out of the trees, our downtowns are desolate places at night and on the weekends, our air is becoming polluted with emissions from commuters, and our cities’ architecture is being cashed in at the cost of community. 

What was Darland’s focus in school?

Darland had the opportunity to learn the importance of architecture, urban design, and the role it plays in the environment as well as the psychological effects of habitation. He considers himself lucky to have been exposed to a great deal of new technology at Carnegie Mellon including their ongoing research in the Intelligent Workplace™ where they focus on creating better work environments, and a current project, Building as a Power Plant, where they will be powering and heating a campus building with a hydrogen fuel cell. Capturing process heat, they will use cascading energy strategies in order to maximize efficiency as well as provide excess energy to the rest of campus. Darland was fortunate to be able to take several classes in Sustainable Building including Zero Energy Housing and a Design Studio where he designed the plug and play electrical system for his school’s entry to the Solar Decathlon Competition in Washington D.C.. He drew the specifications for a zone distribution box, and developed an unobtrusive raised floor system that allowed for unlimited outlet configurations in the living area. Darland recalls his strategy while at Carnegie Mellon, “Throughout my education, I focused on choosing the best educators and was inspired by brilliant professors whose lessons will stay with me for life.”

How did Darland begin assembling this book? Who or what inspired him?

Darland has always had a soft spot for architecturally inspired furniture, and is particularly intrigued by several architects and designers of the mid-century modern era. While he learned how to use his cameras and develop photographs, he researched the work of photographers Richard Avedon, Helmut Newton, Herb Ritts, and Edward Weston. Darland was inspired by their beautiful black and white photography, and captivated by their ability to capture the nude form. Pairing the two to illustrate the concept of design as it relates to the human scale was inevitable. Guidance and support from his photography professor gave him the confidence to share a portion of his work with the world. 

When did Darland start this project, and what has he done to get it to where it is today?

Darland contemplated promoting design as it relates to human scale through SEXITECTURE several years ago. He spent a year deciding how he wanted to introduce the topic before he shot his first photograph in the series. As a final assignment for his first photography class he created the prototype SEXITECTURE book. “I created a box, with individual plates that were lifted using a black satin ribbon. Although the original wasn’t a frame-lid box, the ribbon from the prototype made it to the actual book,” said Darland.

Last Spring, Darland produced a photo shoot at International Orange Spa Yoga Lounge in San Francisco. With the help of several local furniture showrooms, he had over sixty pieces of fine furniture at his disposal on the day of the shoot. When he returned to Pittsburgh, Darland put the negatives away and focused on school. He attended through the summer so he could finish classes early, and arranged for manufacturing of the frame-lid boxes so that they would be ready when the books were printed. Since December, Darland has been scanning negatives, cleaning up photos, and laying out the book one step at a time.

What message would Darland like his book to convey?

Darland would like to make people aware of their surroundings and the impact of their decisions as designers or consumers. “I don’t think enough people understand the importance of good design even at the smallest scale,” said Darland. 

He quotes an article “The Maturing Modern” that appeared in the July 2nd, 1956 issue of Time Magazine (p. 51) in the book’s introduction. During an interview, son Eero Saarinen quotes his father Eliel, “When designing a thing, you must first look at the next bigger context—a chair in a room, a room in a house, a house in an environment, environment in a city plan.” 

Darland agrees with Saarinen’s statement. However, “missing from his theory of design is the importance of understanding the occupant of that same chair. Once the chair is designed properly, everything else including the city plan will fall appropriately into place,” said Darland. 

Darland believes that if we design our chairs (architecture’s most intimate element), based on the scale of the occupant, then the rooms, houses, and environments will follow. The creation of a city designed around its occupants is the pinnacle of urban design. As they say at SEXITECTURE, “We are changing the way you think about chairs.”

What does SEX have to do with architecture?

“I suppose without either one, we wouldn’t be alive. I think it’s safe to say that everyone is a product of both sex and architecture. Without shelter, I imagine it would be quite awkward to do any sort of messing around,” Darland remarked jokingly. SEXITECTURE actually doesn’t have anything to do with sexual intercourse. People forget that the word sex, a derivative of its Latin root sexus c.1380, still means the classification of gender within a species, and refers to the male and female collective. Not until writings by D.H. Lawrence in 1929, did the word sex actually refer to intercourse. SEXITECTURE means design as it relates to human scale. The subjects in Darland’s photographs are nude in order to depict a concept and are not engaged in intercourse of any kind.

What are Darland’s feelings about the scale of these big-box superstores?

Darland claims that he is not the kind of person that has a problem with Wal-Mart, he just thinks they should be looking to invest in urban renewal, park cars underneath the store, and build residences above them. That way, the old parking lots could turn into community parks or boulevards where residents could meet and build stronger communities. Darland believes that competition from superstores like Wal-Mart is indeed best for the consumer, but insists a higher standard must be set in their design or they will threaten the fabric of our communities. Darland feels that large corporations should be the frontrunners in urban design and urban renewal instead of investing in low cost outlying acreage. They have the resources to reduce air pollution and help create better communities, but are so set in their ways they don’t realize the profit potential from such a beneficial vision. Something has to change, and SEXITECTURE is here to help.

What is SEXITECTURE going to do next?

With the proceeds from the limited edition coffee table book, SEXITECTURE will be investing in up-and-coming talent in the field of design. SEXITECTURE is interested in promoting designers who understand the importance of design as it relates to human scale, and is currently developing an array of design competitions to inspire outstanding artists to get involved in the pursuit of a better Built Environment. SEXITECTURE is always accepting portfolios from artists, designers, architects, and photographers. Darland insists collaboration is the key to success on any project, and welcomes comments and ideas from people of any educational background, field or walk of life. “Understanding every aspect of a problem or issue is the first step to finding a solution. We don’t have all of the answers but we’re going to take it one step at a time. We’ll start at chairs, and go from there,” said Darland.

What can we expect to see from SEXITECTURE in years to come?

The beauty behind the concept of design as it relates to human scale, is that it applies to a variety of topics and areas. SEXITECTURE will get involved wherever it can to help to contribute to a better Built Environment. 

There are so many topics to cover; Darland wishes that he could address them all right now. In the meantime, SEXITECTURE believes it’s most important to raise awareness so that others may begin to contribute positively to their own environment. Raising the bar of acceptable design will help create better communities for everyone.

If SEXITECTURE would like to promote thoughtful discussion on the topic of design as it relates to human scale, wouldn’t it be appropriate to include the male form as well as the female form in the book?

Darland believes that the inclusion of the male form would be an excellent addition to his body of work. However, as a businessman, he had to make a decision about the contents of SEXITECTURE’s first display of decorative art. All of the photographs within the leather-grain frame-lid box are classy, sophisticated, black and white images that depict a concept. The exclusion of the male form from SEXITECTURE’s first book was intentional, a decision made in order to reach a broader audience. 

Community involvement is the key to any successful urban design project regardless of scale. Collaboration requires participation. “The more people we can reach, the more people we can make aware of the importance of design as it relates to human scale,” said Darland, and added, “Thoughtful discussion…will follow.”

